Psalms and Readings on Creation
Rosh Hashanah - Second Day - 5770
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[1] For the leader; onthe gittith. A psalm of David.

[2] O Eternal, our Eternal, how majestic is Y our name throughout the

earth! Y ou who have covered the heavens with Y our splendor!

[3] Fromthe mouths of infants and sucklingsyou have founded strength on

account of Your foes, to put an end to enemy and avenger.

[4] When | behold Y our heavens, the work of Y our fingers, the moon and

starsthat You set in place,

[5] what are we human beings, that Y ou have been mindful of us, we

mortals, that Y ou have taken note of us,

[6] that Y ou have made uslittle less than divine, and adorned us with

glory and majesty;

[7] Y ou have given usdominion over Y our handiwork, laying theworld at

our feet,

[8] sheep and oxen, all of them, and wild beasts, too;

[9] the birds of the heavens, the fish of the sea, whatever travelsthe

paths of the seas.

[10] Eternal One, our Eternal One, how majestic is Your name

throughout the earth!

How does this Psalm echo the story of creation?

What is the place of humanity in this Psalm?
What does it mean to have “dominion over God’s handiwork”?
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[1] For the leader. A psalm of David.
[2] The heavens declare the glory of God, the sky proclaims
God'’ s handiwork.
[3] Day to day makes utterance, night to night speaks out.
[4] Thereisno utterance, there are no words, whose sound goes
unheard
[5] Their voice carries throughout the earth, their wordsto the end of
the world. God placed in them a tent for the sun,
[6] who is like a groom coming forth from the chamber, like a
hero, eager to run his course.
[7] Itsrising-place is at one end of heaven, and its circuit reaches
the other; nothing escapesits heat.
[8] The teaching of the Eternal is perfect, renewinglife;

the decrees of the Eternal are enduring, making the smple wise;
[9] The preceptsof the Eternal are just, rejoicing the heart;
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the instruction of the Eternal islucid, making the eyes light up.

[10] The fear of the Eternal is pure, abiding forever;

the jJudgments of the Eternal are true, righteous altogether,

[11] more desirable than gold, than much fine gold; sweeter than
honey, than drippings of the comb.

[12] Y our servant pays them heed; in obeying them there is much
reward.

[13] Who can be aware of errors? Clear me of unperceived guilt,
[14] and from willful sinskeep Y our servant;let them not dominate
me; then shall | be blameless and clear of grave offense.

[15] May the words of my mouth and the prayer of my heart be
acceptableto Y ou, O Eternal, my Rock and my Redeemer.

What themes are discussed in Psalm 19?

What passages are familiar to You?

Whatis therelationship between creation and God’s
teachings?

What is the Psalm’s conclusion or statement about our
relationship toGod?

MATTER IS NEVER destroyed,

only transformed.

o, too, can the soul evolve higher and higher:
from ingtinct to inspiration,

haughtiness to holiness,

selfishnessto service;

from individuaism to union,

to join with the Soul of souls, the Infinite One.

As the soul is magnified and sanctified,

so is the Infinite One exadted.

[From the Mishkan T filah morning service]

How does the cosmos offer us a hint for how we can
improve our actions and character?

What does this prayer say about the interconnections
within existence?
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GOD OF ALL CREATION, You are blessed with each soul's breath.

Y our greatness and goodnessfill theworld.

Knowledge and understanding surround your glory.

Holiest are Y ou among the holy, seated in glorious splendor, radiating purity

andjustice, bestowingloving-kindness.

In knowledge and understanding Y ou created the heavenly lights, giving

them strength and power to bring light into theworld;

full of splendor, they radiate brightness.

Theworld is warmed by their flames.

Wergjoice in their comings and goings, reflecting the will of their Cresator.

Glory and honor they giveto You, glowingpraisesto Your rule.

You cdl to thesun and it givesforth light;

Y ou set the patternsof themoon.

Y ou arehonored throughout the heavenswith songs of glory and praise.
This prayer, EL ADON, is part of Shabbat morning worship, a poetic
version of the prayer to God for creating light. How is this prayer an
example of Abraham Joshua Heschel’s concept of “radical
amazement”? Who/what sings God songs of glory and praise?
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